
Historically, the practice of straightening, widening, and deepening 
river channels was common, but these approaches are challenging 
to sustain and disrupt ecological systems. In response, the Water 
Framework Directive (WFD) urges water companies to reinstate 
more natural watercourses.

Stonbury is pleased to offer a range of river restoration solutions 
-

ments to help clients meet WFD objectives estore streams and 
rivers to a more resilient, ecologically diverse status

Stonbury’s specialist teams are trained in biosecurity, protected   

scheme is programmed to minimise environmental impact from 

re-use of locally sourced organic materials.

Channel works

• Channel realignment and re-meandering via both excavation 

diversity and promote ecological growth

• 
vegetated bags and locally won aggregates

• Creation of organic features such as brushwood faggots and 
help protect banks and riverbeds from erosion and provide 
habitat

• Installation of small scale, ecologically-sound features such as 

structures cannot be removed

Barrier removal

• Removal of man-made barriers such as weirs and dams to 

sediment redistribution

Habitat enhancement

• 
scouring of the riverbed, encourage natural siltation and       

species such as newts

• 

• 

Vegetation management

• 
obstructions

• Control of invasive non-native species (INNS)

• 

Wetland creation

• 

PROJECT RIVER RESTORATION


